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Dr Zamasomi Luvuno Beyond Zero UNMUTE ME Conference 16 April 2021. 

Bon Hotel, Bloemfontein Free state.   

UNMUTE ME 

Conference for 

Transgender 

Community. 

Written by Nosana Sondiyazi 

Beyond Zero was awarded a Global Fund grant to 

oversee prevention programmes for transgender 

(TG) people that aim to reduce the number of new 

HIV infections and further spread of HIV through 

provision of recommended comprehensive package 

of services. TG are part of the broader key 

populations that have been shown to be at high risk 

for HIV infection. Various studies have shown that 

key populations are disproportionately affected by 

HIV compared to the general population. HIV 

prevalence among adults aged 15 to 49 years in 

South Africa is 19 percent, (STATSSA 2018). 

Beyond Zero hosted the UNMUTE ME conference at 

Bon Hotel, Bloemfontein 16 and 17 April 2021. 

Beyond Zero funds LGBTQIA+ NGO Tholwana e 

Molemo. 

Event coordinator Qhawekazi Thengwa from Beyond 

Zero found it necessary to bring experts to present to 

the Free State TG community. Guest presenters 

included: 

Dr Pholo Ramothwala - Human Rights.                    

Dr Zamasomi - Primary Healthcare.                         

Dr Nomsa Buso - Gender Affirming Healthcare.        

Dr Sakhile Msweli - Mental Health. 

Attendees of the conference had a first hand 

experience in receiving up-to-date information on 

transgender health care. Difficult matters concerning 

stigma and discrimination of the queer community 

were shared. Degrading language is often occurring 

in multiple sectors in society, this causes internalized 

stigma within the LGBTQIA+ community. Legal rights 

and freedoms as well as the National Health 

Insurance Bill were also touched on during the two 

day conference. 

Intolerance and queer phobia continues to be a 

struggle suffered by LGBTQIA+ members. Which is 

why there was a candlelight ceremony in memory of 

those which have lost their lives due to violence, 

COVID19 and suicide, for their souls to rest in peace. 

Participants were provided with different colour 

candles with significant meanings. 
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Written by: Patrick Sizane 

April is Freedom Month in South Africa 

and on the 27th of April 2021 as the 

country we celebrated 27 years of 

democracy, that is cool right? Nope!! 

Not for the queer community. For the 

queers democracy is a myth because 

we are still being killed, raped, harassed 

and discriminated on a daily basis. Who 

would have thought that 27 years later 

we would still hear of a queer person 

being killed or raped? Hate crimes are 

alarmingly on the rise. 2021 has proven 

that we still have a long way to go in 

achieving equality and freedom of self 

expression as sexual minorities. One 

would have thought that 27 years later 

we would be living freely and we would 

be enjoying the benefits of our freedom 

as the rainbow nation.  

South Africa is the most liberal country 
in Africa but still has a rampant culture 

of homophobia that leads to physical 
harm to queer community including 
assault, brutal murders and corrective 

rape. South Africa is the only country 
that has legalized same sex marriages 
in Africa and we applaud the 

government and our constitution for 
that, but as for safety of the queer 
people, nothing has been done. We are 

still being treated like we do not belong.  

Safety feels like a rumour in our 
community. As queer people we 
constantly have to be extra careful 

about what we do, where we go and 
how we dress.  
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We are not safe in the streets, in public  

spaces, at schools and in our own homes. 

We are called all sorts of names on social 

media daily. When a gay couple posts 

their love, they are either being called twin 

plugs, chocolate factory or they are being 

asked who is the man and who is the 

woman.  

In April we know of four cases of queer 
people who were brutally murdered and 
raped reported. These are cases we know 

of, there’s a possibility of more cases that 
were not reported in the media or to 
LGBTI+ organizations. It was shocking to 

hear about those gruesome incidents. 
Social media was buzzing with 
conversations that proved that we are not 

safe as the queer community in South 
Africa.  

The hashtags like #QueerLivesMatter are 

there to create a platform for the 

community to tell their stories and to fight 

for the LGBTI+ rights. We need to come 

together as the community and have one 

solid voice.  

Twenty seven years of democracy and we 
are still fighting for our basic human rights. 
We are fighting for our voice to be heard. 

We are fighting for our safety and we 
won’t stop. We are going to be heard. We 
will win this fight. The fight continues 

because we need to win this battle for the 
safety of the next generation.  

Is South Africa a free and 

diverse country for the 

queer community? 
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Nathaniel Mbele, known as Spokgoane, 
was found stabbed in the chest on the 2nd 
of April in Tshirela, near Vanderbijlpark.  

On 10 April, police found the mutilated and 
burned body of Andile Ntutela, 41, also 
known as Lulu, in a shallow grave at the 
house of the man arrested for his murder 
in KwaNobuhle, outside of Uitenhage, 
Eastern Cape. Lulu had last been seen by 
their family on 31 March.  

Lonwabo Jack’s lifeless body was dis-
covered in a pool of blood with stab 
wounds in Mau-mau, Nyanga East. The 
incident occured on the 22-year-old’s 
birthday, according to the Lesbian Alli-
ance Of South Africa (GLASA).  

Sphamandla Khoza’s body was found in a 
ditch near his home in Ntuzuma, Kwazulu 
Natal. His throat had been slit and he was 
stabbed multiple times.  

https://www.mambaonline.com/2021/04/13/queer-individual-andile-ntuthela-butchered-and-burned-in-uitenhage/
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